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1 ;  ! ' I  IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE ' " ' " ' ' ' '~ " ' '  ' do i , - . ' i r  

EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 

I 

I 

i THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ) 
) 

Plaintiff, ) 
\ 

I 
v. ) Civil Action No. : 0073541 

\ 
I 

CITY OF HAMTRAMCK, MICHIGAN; ) Judge Patrick J. Duggan 
CITY CLERK OF HAMTRAMCK, 1 
MICHIGAN, ROBERT J. ) Magistrate Judge Scheer 
CWIERTNEWICZ, in his 1 
official capacity, ) 

)' 
Defendants. ) 5- 1 CLERK, c U.S. DI$$"'Fr.iCI c(][jRr I! ,KC n. +'a rit 

) c~,dTE@$l\DISTj;lGT .l OF LltJndbur.;; [ . , * -,-., --, 
nYJ7 .J b\-,30 
3 ,.-" _--_--,-_-,---- --..---- pc";! ;-pi '" p--u"= ...rb-r&? . $ a ~ . K i  akl:. 

SECOND AMENDED CONSENT ORDER AND DECREE 

On August 4, 2000, the United States filed a Complaint 

alleging that DefendantsJ (hereinafter 'the City") failure to 

stopvoter challenges against' Arab-American and other dark- 

skinned voters during the November 2, 1999 election in Hamtramck 

violated Section 2. of the.Voting Rights Act, as amended, 42 

U.S.C. 1973, and other federal laws enacted to enforce the voting 

guarantees of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to the 

United States Constitution. Simultaneously, the parties filed a 

proposed Consent Order and Decree that set forth provisions 

designed to prevent future such challenges and mitigate the 

chilling effect of the 1999 election upon Arab-American and 

Bengali-American voters. This Court entered the Consent Order 

and Decree on August 7, 2000. The United States moved to amend 



1 the original decree on August 7, 2003 to account for the City's 

1 April 2003 consolidation of its voting precincts. This Court ' 

I entered the First Amended Consent Order and Decree on August 8, 

2003. 

Under the consent decree, as initially entered and as 

amended, authorization for the appointment of federal observers 

to monitor elections in Hamtramck expires on December 31, 2003. 

See Consent Order and Decree and First Amended Consent Order and 

Decree, Par. 5. The consent decree as a whole is set to expire 

on June 1, 2004. Id. at Par. 12. Paragraph 5 provides that 

I authorization for the appointment of federal observers "shall be 

extended as appropriate to ensure full and ongoing protection of 

the rights of the voters of Hamtramck either upon agreement of 

the parties-or by Order of' this Court, which shall issue. if the 

Court determines that Defendants are not in full compliance with 

this agreement or if there is otherwise any evidence of 

discriminatory treatment of minority voters in ~amtramck." 

Based on discussions of the effectiveness of the City's 

prior efforts to fulfill the terms of the consent decree and on 

an acknowledgment that there is more to be done to accomplish the 

goals of the original decree, the parties have agreed to a 

limited extension,of the terms pertaining to assignment of 

bilingual election inspectors and the authorization of federal 

observers to monitor compliance with these terms. It is the 



belief of the parties that the extension of these provisions will 

effectuate full achievement of the goals of the original consent 

decree. The terms below, upon entry by the Court, shall 

supersede and replace the First Amended Consent Order and Decree 

as the binding agreement between the parties. 

Accordingly, the parties stipulate to the following: 

1. To continue progress toward achievement of the 

remedial goals of the original consent decree, the City shall 

appoint at least two bilingual Arab-American election inspectors, 

or one bilingual Arab-American and one bilingual ~engali-American 

election inspector, to each of the City's seven voting precincts. 

(Referred to hereafter collectively as "bilingual inspectors"). 

(a) The bilingual inspectors shall at all times be 

made available to provide assistance as needed, including at the 

voting booth, in demonstrating the use of voting equipment, and 

in handling voter challenges should an Arab-American voter or 

Bengali-American voter need assistance or have his or her A 

eligibility to vote challenged. 

(b) The City shall strive. to monitor- inspector 

breaks to ensure that both bilingual inspectors are available to 

the extent possible'~throughout the day. In any event, the City 

will take all reasonable steps to ensure that at least one 

bilingual inspector is on duty at all times. To do so, the City 

will instruct the bilingual inspectors at each precinct to plan 




















